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You’d have to spend over

£3000tobeat our

£199 Second Processor.

The BBC Micro is already one of the
fastest and most powerful micros around.

But with the addition of the 6502 Second
Processor, it becomes the fastest micro in its
price range.

(To be fair to the opposition, their
£3000+ package includes a disc drive. But a
similar BBC Micro set-up with the 6502 Second
Processor will cost you less than a third!)

The 6502 greatly expands the Micro’s
usable memory. Its 64K of RAM combines
with the BBC Micros 32K, for a total of 96K.

It is supplied with its own special
version of BBC BASIC, called Hi-BASIC,
which allows the maximum amount of this
memory to be used for BASIC programs
and variables. Other languages allow some
or all of this memory to be used for
programs, and many will auto-
matically adJust themselves to
make maximum use of avail-
able space.

Whats more, the 6502 =
uses the same microprocessor as the BBC
Micro,butatamuchhigherspeed. Which

means programs can run up to 50% faster. |

. The 6502% extra power enables it to run
more powerful software, such as that provided
with the Acorn Bitstick, which turns the BBC
Micro into a versatile computer graphics
station. In fact, it has a variety of features
usually found only on much larger systems.

It can also exploit the full potential of
local area networking through the Econet
system,with Level 2-File Serving.

So to get the most from your BBC Micro,
get the 6502 Second Processor.

The 6502 Second Processor is available
from your BBC stockist. For the address of
your nearest
supplier, ring
01-200 0200.

If you wish to order
by credit card,
phone 0993 79300

during office hours.

6502 Development Programs

(available seneratelv)

MASM: A 6502 macro-assembler. A full range of
macro facilities are provided, including looping
recursive calls and conditional assembly.

XREF: A cross-referencer to be used in conjunc-
tion with MASM.

ViewEdit: A full screen editor based on the VIEW
word processor.

TRACE: A 6502 trace package for de-bugging all
types of program.

PRINT: A program to produce formatted
assembly listings without using MASM.

The package is provided with a 250-page manual
describing all the facilities provided by the system.

Technical Specifications

The Second Processor operates at a clock rate of
3MHz. A version 1.2 MOS will need to be fitted
into the BBC Micro before operating the 6502.
Integral power supply

Measurements: 205mm x 345mm

Weight: 2.1 kg

Colour: BBC Computer cream

Construction: Moulded top and bottom to match
BBC Computer profile. ABS injection moulded
plastic.

Power in: 240v, 50Hz, 3w.

The BBC Microcomputer System.

Designed, produced and distributed by Acorn Computers Limited.
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Computing Today is constantly on
the look-out for well written ar-
ticles and programs. If you think
that your efforts meet our stan-
dards, please feel free to submit
your work to us for consideration.

All material should be typed.
Any programs submitted must be
listed (cassette tapes and discs will
not be accepted) and should be ac-
companied by sufficient documen-
tation to enable their implementa-
tion. Please enclose an SAE if you
want your manuscript returned, all
submissions will be acknowledg-
ed. Any published work will be
paid for.

All work for consideration should

We regret the lack of photographs accompanying
some of the articles dealing with aspects of graphics.
This was due to a fire at our developing house which

destroyed several films.

NENS e ns Ta s s 6
Our monthly round-up of hardware, soft-
ware and information culled from the skip-
full of press releases received each month.

BOOKPAGE............ 14

This month ourrevieweris looking at books
that attempttoteach you various aspects of
microcomputing. In general, he finds that
these do their job.

ELECTRON ART ....... 16

When the Electron became available, it
was inevitable that the software houses
would bring forth programs to provide
drawing utilities on hi-res screens. Some
are originals, some are reworked BBC ver-
sions: your editor has played with three
of them.

BASIC PARTS.......... 47

Unfortunately this brings usto the end of our
series on improving the BASIC provided in
the Commodore 64, but we finish up with
some miscellaneous, though nevertheless
useful, routines.

PROCopinion........... 50

The editor has found his typewriter again,
sol'm afraid you' ll have to put up with some
more of his own views on the current micro
scene.

MACHINE CODE....... 52

New Generation have previously found
fame as suppliers of complex graphic
arcade games on the Spectrum. Now
they've decided to branch out into the
educational field.

CUBE'S BEEBFLEX ....19

Acom aren't the only people producing
add-on second processor cards that plug
into the Tube.

MTX REAL TIME
CLeERY. .. 28

Many business machines feature a real
time clock facility with battery backup, so
that the machine always knows the day/
date without prompting. Few home com-
puters do. This project offers a solution.

COMMODORE SX-64...32

Take one Commodore64, al54ldiscdrive
and a monitor. Chop up and mix well. The
result is an SX-64 portable computer.

ALLSORTSOFSORT ... 36

Sorting things is generally a rather usetul
action to perform when processing data,
and there are various methods, both effi-
cient and inefficient, for doing so. Here we
look at some of them.

ADVENTURES ......... 54
The conventional medium for graphics
adventures has beentext, butnot a picture
in sight That's all changing now, as our
reviewer discovered.

TRS-80 FASTSAVE ..... 56
If you've ever needed to SAVE and LOAD
data arrays on the TRS-80 or Video Genie,
youll really appreciate this routine.

MBASIC DATA
ENTRY . ... cupidaiioe 60

Messy-looking screen formatting can make
a program a pain to use, and many input
routinesresultina very user-unfriendly pro-
gram. This MBASIC program will tidy up
data entry for you.

CLUBCALL............ 66
Another meeting of minds takes place as
we list the latest collection of computer
clubs and groups to send us their par
ticulars.

DISASSEMBLY......... 4]

If you're interested in machine code, then
the BBC provides you with an assembler. Tt
doesn't provide a disassembler, however,
so we've put that right in this feature.

be sent to the Editor at our Golden
Square address.
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